integrates laboratory and process procedures. The system has been shown to be an important tool for quality assurance in the process manufacturing industry.
Process automation systems focused strictly on process variables and process control, while Laboratory Information Management Systems (LIMS) traditionally focused on samples and data strictly from the laboratory perspective. Functionality was developed in both of these systems to meet end-user workflow requirements and increase efficiency. The linking of laboratory data to the process area--which is required to make instantaneous process decisions--has not been widely addressed.
Current methods for integration of 
